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Contact: John Cox 3377 9822 
  John.Cox@ucaqld.com.au 

 
The Synod Chaplaincy Commission’s role 
is, recognising the important place of Chap-
laincy within the ministry of the Church, to 
encourage and develop Chaplaincy across 
the life of the Uniting Church in Queensland. 
The Commission works intentionally to support 
and resource Chaplains, to source or provide 
development opportunities, and to initiate 
new expressions of Chaplaincy within and 
outside of the church. 
 
Uniting Church Chaplains work across 
seven diverse industries/areas.  

They are: 
• Health - Public and Private 
• Aged Care 
• Tourism, Sport and Recreation 
• Education - Public, Private and Tertiary 
• Police and Emergency Services 
• Defence forces 
• Human Services - including Prison Ministry 
 
Chaplains offer a presence, support, encour-
agement, wisdom, counsel, and faith to 
whomever they meet. There are approxi-
mately 80 Chaplains employed throughout 
these sectors, with many more volunteers 
making themselves available to serve and 
support the people they meet. 

 
http://chaplaincy.ucaqld.com.au 

chaplaincy@ucaqld.com.au 

 
 
 
 

Imagine a ministry that journeys with people 
who are searching for meaning in their lives. 
Imagine a ministry that gets to the heart, 
soul and mind of what it means to be physi-
cally, emotionally and spiritually human. 

Imagine a ministry where you are invited to 
share in life’s most sacred events of birth, 
illness, struggle, celebration, healing, dying, 
and death. And in those events bring hope, 
dignity, integrity, peace, and reconciliation. 

Imagine a ministry where you develop rela-
tionships with patients, clients, community 
members, relatives and staff, and have the 
opportunity to express a contemporary, inclu-
sive, creative understanding of the Gospel 
imperative. 

This is the world of chaplaincy. Exciting, di-
verse, on the edge, Spirit filled, and mission 
driven to those who have little experience of 
church. 
 
   - Rev Robyn Kidd 

 



PROGRAM 
 
WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER 
 8.30 am  Registration & Coffee 
 9.30 am Worship 
10.30am  Morning Tea 
11.00am  Getting the Flow Right in Work-
  Life Balance  (John Barletta) 
12.30pm Lunch 
  1.30pm Electives (3 options)   
  3.00pm Afternoon Tea 
  3.30pm Commission Values (plenary) 
  3.45pm Sharing the Stories (plenary) 
  5.00pm  Break 
  6.00pm  Dinner  
 Guest Speaker: Rev Alistair Macrae 
 
THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER  
  9.00am Coffee 
  9.30am Worship  
  9.45am Commission Values: What do 
  they mean for us? (Sector  
  groups) 
10.30am   Morning Tea 
11.00am   Sector Groups (session one)          
12.30pm   Lunch 
  1.15pm   Sector Groups (session two) 
  2.15pm   Coming Together  
                  Feedback/Evaluation 
  3.00pm   Blessing and Sending out   
  3.30pm Close 

Synod Chaplaincy Affirmation Days 2008 will 
focus on the theme  

living water: the sacred flow of chaplaincy.  
For two days we will reflect, learn and journey  

together as Chaplains within the  
Queensland Synod. I hope you can join us for 

this special time. 
(John Cox, Synod Chaplaincy Coordinator) 

 
GUESTS 
Rev Alistair Macrae 
Alistair is the Executive Director of the Centre for 
Theology and Ministry in the Synod of Victoria & 
Tasmania, and the President-elect of the Na-
tional Assembly of the Uniting Church.  When 
accepting his nomination as President-elect, he 
asked the question: ‘Can we be a church that 
is grounded in prayer and worship, both activist 
and contemplative, traditional and contempo-
rary, orthodox and experimental, contextual 
and universal, which values both personal holi-
ness and social holiness?’ 
Rev David Pitman 
David is the Moderator of the Qld Synod. In a 
recent article, he said: ‘Chaplains have been 
part of the church’s interface with the wider 
community for a long time. However, it is only 
relatively recently that we have begun to bet-
ter understand the strategic importance of 
chaplaincy in furthering the mission of the 
church and to explore what that might mean.’ 
Dr John Barletta 
John is a clinical psychologist, who specialises in 
relationships, and enjoys helping adults chal-
lenged by various life events, as well as those 
seeking greater satisfaction in relationships and 
work. 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Name: 
Address: 
 
 
Phone:   Mobile: 
Email: 

 
I am a Chaplain with: 
 
 
  I will be attending both days 

  I will be attending Wednesday only 
  I will be attending Thursday only 
 
  I will be attending the Synod meeting  
(1-5 November) and will be utilising Synod 
travel arrangements to attend this event 
  I will require assistance with travel 
 
  I will be arranging my own  
accommodation 
  I will need accommodation and would like 
to be billeted with another Chaplain 
  I am able to provide accommodation for 
another Chaplain 
 
Special dietary requirements: 
 
Any other special needs: 

VENUE 
Chermside Kedron Uniting Church 
Gympie Road, Chermside 
 
Return Registrations to: 
John Cox, GPO Box 674, Brisbane  Q  4001 


